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And  his  As  so  C  I  AT  E  $ 


turn’d 


HEREIN. 

The  Whole  Art  and  Myftery  -of  a  certain  Kind 
of  Quackery  is  tally  lard  apcn?  and  inch  a 
Ddcnption  of  the  .Quacks,  and  their  Artifices 
exhibited  to  toe  Pubiick,  as  nc£|jf  tend  to  put  a 
.Stop  ' to  their 'Prafi ice. 


In  which  is  fhewn, 

A  Changer  of  the  prefen t  Quacks,  and  of  Rohm  SvMhnate* 
How  he  uermU  himfelf  into  his  MafteFs  Favour,  The 
Virtue  of  his  EmpLiJlrum  Aurmn*  How  He  hole  a  farce 
Quantity  of  H  ay,  and  was  fent  to  Jaih  Proceedings 
on  both  Sides.  He  admits  Charles Bfaft-er  into  the  Surgery. 
His  Character,  an d' Elixir  magnum  pacijicwm ,  which  Sab* 
Innate  aflerted  to  be  his  own  Receipt,  Throws  his  own 
Blunders  on  Blujler.  H  s  confurntnate  Affurance,  and  |g- 

►  norance  in  the  Ars  Phytic*,  An  Account  of  his  Rope- 
Cancers,  Stage-fweepers,  Zanies,  ©V.  The  Character  of 
IVift,  Addle  the  Rope-Dancer.  Of  Ben  Peri  ox?,  one  of 
Iiis  Bungies.  —  Dr  .JuAas,  and  his  uynJerftft  Quiet  rug  E- 
lePuary  of  Sevill  e-Oranges,  Sublimate’s  Speech  to  the 
Publick  concerning  his  being  turn’d  out,  and  re  ho  red . 
Cluritjfy's  Chara&er*  Of  Dr  ,  Batkin ce.  Of  the  Open in Q 
Spirit  of  Mars-. 
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Jr.  Sublimate* 

O  R, 

BOB  turn’d  Physici 


AN. 


Learned  Sir’ 

§§T  is  many  Ages  ago  fince  the 
"  learned  Profeffors  of  Phjfick 
have  complain’d  that  all  the 
Honour  and  Refpeft,  all  the 
Profits  and  Emoluments,  all 
the  Profefforfljjps,  and  Polls 
of  Honour,  which  belonged  unto  the  re¬ 
gular  Sons  of  /Efculapius ,  were  thro’  the 
Ficklenels  of  theGoddcls  Fortune  bellow’d 
on  the  (purious  Brats  of  the  before-men¬ 
tioned  God,  begotten  on  the  Sea-Nymph 
Impudfuce*  This  latter  Progeny  having 
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lame  of  :hem  by  locfey  Hus  have  made 
very  conhderable  Figures  in  Law  and  Po¬ 
liticks,  as  well  as  Phyfick. 

This  illuilrious  Society  have  labour’d 
under  the  Want  of  an  Hiftorim  ever  fince 
the  Days  of  PmUHarneck^  of  Sarcaftick 
Memory.  Hernmdabtjl 5  Gambol ,  and  Wild¬ 
fire,  ftand  recorded  to  Pofterity  ;  while 
the  Quacks  that  have  fucceeded  them, 
would  in  a  few  Years  ('but  for  your  Cu- 
riofity)  have  funk  into  Oblivion,  and  have 
been  forgotten  of  all,  except  thofe  whofe 
Confutations  they  have  ruined. 

Poor  Phil,  in  his  Lucubrations,  com- 
plains  heavily  of  having  improper  Medi¬ 
cines  impofed  upon  the  Publick,  thro’  the 
artful  Cunning  of  a  few  defigaing  Knaves ; 
but,  had  he  lived  till  this  Time  of  Day, 
what  woifd  he  have  faid,  to  have  feen 
Loads  of  Poifon  cramm’d  down  People’s 
Throats,  almoft  ’whether  they  will,  or  no, 
and  that  too  by  a  Junfto  of  Fools. 

There  are,  you  mtsft  know,  Sir,  a  Set  of 
People,  who  at  prefent  engrofs  the  whole 
Circle  of  Praflice  to  themfelves;  of  whom 
ois  hard  to  determine  whether  they  have 
a  greater  Want  of  Honelfy,  or  of  Under- 
Banding';  A  Set  of  People  ih  much"  the 
e:o  *  Ene- 


L  5  J 

Enemies  of  common  Sen!  r?  ?o  have 
but  a  moderate  Share  of  it,  si.  !•  i 
an  Offence  ;  and  to  have  any  Degree  '-off 
Learning,  a  Crime  unpardonable  :  A  Set 
of  People  without  Conduct,  without  Cou¬ 
rage,  without  Reading,  without  Know¬ 
ledge;  in  fhort,  without  every  thing  — 
except  Cunning ;  and  who,  amongft  them 
all,  polfefs  no  one  fingle  Talent  in  Per¬ 
fection,  - but  that  of  Impudence. 

This,  Sir,  is  their  Character  in  general : 
Now,  for  that  of  Robin  Sublimate ,  their 
cipal ;  who,  with  not  lb  much  Learning  as 
an  Apothecary,  or  half  fo  much  Ad- 
drels  as  a  Mountebank,  has  the  Impu¬ 
dence  to  write  himfelf  M.  D.  and  by  meer 
Dint  of  his  audacious  Front,  has  pufh’d 
himfelf  to  the  very  Top  of  the  Profeffion ! 

DoCtor  Sublimate,  who,  I  dare  an- 
fwer,  will  forgive  every  Thing  I  have  to 
fay  of  him,  when  he  perceives  I  have 
given  him  his  Title  ;  was  the  Son  of 
a  Country  Farmer ,  who  was  fo  far  from 
ever  dreaming  that  Bobb  would  come  to 
be  a  Firft-rate  Phyfician  that  the  old  Fel¬ 
low  fcarce  equipp’d  him  with  Latin  enough 
to  Decypher  the  Infcription  of  a  Gallipot, 
or  to  conftrue  a  Doctor’s  Receipt,  much 

lefs  to  write  one.  1 
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N atdre  was,  indeed,  fomething  kinder  to 
him  than  his  Parents *,  and  though,  out  of  pity 
to  Mankind,  flhe  would  not  truft  him  with 
any  large  Share  of  Capacity,  yet  fhefupplied 
that  Deficiency  with  certain  fuccedaneous 
Qualities,  which  have  rendred  him  much 
fitter  for  that  Figure,  than  by  her  Favour 
he  was  defignd  to  make.  Thus,  tho'  he 

be  void  of  IVifdom - —  yet  he  abounds 

in  Suhtilty :  And  tho’  in  Truth,  he  has 
but  very  moderate  Parts,— yet  he  difi- 
guifes  that  Defeft  well  enough,  by  his  ha^ 
ving  a  molt  immoderate  Affurance. 

'  While  a  Boy,  his  Employment  was  to 
mind  his  Father's  Cattle ;  and  as  for  his 
Diverfions,  they  confifted  in  robbing  his 
Neighbours  Orchards,  and  fuch  like  Tricks, 
which  he  committed  from  a  certain  innate 
Difpofition,  that  has  ftuck  fo  clofe  by  him 
ever  fince,  that  he  has  even  in  the  mod 
exalted  Station  of  his  Life,  given  more 
than  one  Inllance  of  his  natural  Propenfity 
to  Thieving. 

When  he  firft  difcovered  an  Inclination 
to  Phyfick,  he  became  a  great  Admirer  of 
the  regular  Practice  ;  and  as  foon  as  his 
outfide  Appearance  of  Virtue,  had  gain'd 
him  any  Share  of  Reputation,  he  engaged 
it  folely  in  Defence  of  its  Frofefibrs,  againft 
the  Quacks  in  Vogue ;  which  made  him  fo 
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much  the  Darling  of  his  Party,  .hat  r.ho’ 
his  Circumftances  were  very  narrow,  >,  r 
he  kept  up  the  Appearance  of  a  Fortune 
and  had  his  Exigencies  continually  luppuer! 
by  the  Indulgence  of  certain  Regular  Phy- 
ficians,  who  had  acquired  large  Eftates  by 
their  former  Practice. 

By  their  Recommendation,  on  the  Me¬ 
thodical  Practice  becoming  again  the  Mode, 
he  got  into  the  Service  of  an  old  Man  of 
Quality  j  where,  in  Gratitude  to  his  Bene- 
faftors,  he  ftudied  the  Temper  of  his  Ma- 
fter  fo  exaQly,  that  in  a  Ihort  Time  he 
elbow’d  out  every  one  of  the  Faculty,  that 
were  about  him  :  The  old  Gentleman  hap, 
pening  to  be  a  little  humorous,  and  being 
juft  come  to  a  great  Eftate,  which  obliged 
him  to  live  upon  it  out  of  his  own  Coun¬ 
try,  had  no  very  good  Opinion  of  his  new 
Tenants.  This,  Robin  improved  fo  well, 
as  to  perfuade  him,  that  he  would  infalli¬ 
bly  be  poifon’d,  if  he  ever  took  a  Dofe  of 
Phyfick  from  any  other  Hand  but  his  own. 
Thus  every  Body,  except  the  Creatures  of 
Doftor  Sublimate,  were  immediately  diP 
mils’d,  and  a  Set  of  his  own  Metallick  Re¬ 
lations  put  into  their  Places. 

Robin,  now  polTeft  of  his  Mafter’s  Ear, 
made  ufe  of  it  to  fill  his  Head  with  a  par¬ 
cel  of  the  oddeft  Whims  that  ever  were 

heard 
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heard  of.  He  made  him  believe,  that  the 
greater  Part  of  his  Tenants  and  Servants 
were  gone  wrong  in  their  Heads ;  and  that 
if  he  did  not  order  them  to  be  taken  pro¬ 
per  Care  of,  ’twas  Ten  to  One  but  infome 
of  their  mad  Freaks  they  would  either 
turn  him  out  of  Doors,  or  chop  his  Head 
off.  The  Old  Gentleman,  who,  from  the 
fmall  Time  he  had  lived  amongfl  his  Te¬ 
nants,  could  not  poffibly  be  acquainted 
with  their  Humours,  left  Robin  to  take 
his  own  Meafures.  Upon  which  the  Do¬ 
ctor  very  fairly  falls  to  Cupping,  Bleed¬ 
ing,  Sweating,  Purging,  Vomiting,  and 
every  other  Evacuation  he  could  think  of ; 
'till  at  laft,  except  himfelf  and  his  Crea¬ 
tures,  there  was  fcarce  a  Soul  belonging 
to  his  Mafter,  but  was  fo  exhaufted,  as  to 
be  fcarce  able  to  draw  his  Legs  after 
him. 


Whenever  any  of  the  Old  Gentleman’s 
real  Friends  endeavoured  to  convince  him 
of  that  miferable  Condition  to  which  thofe 
about  him  were  reduced, and  the  Good  Old 
Man  from  the  natural  Generofity  of  his 
Temper,  began  to  fhew  any  Defire  of  Re- 
drefling  it,  Sublimate  us’d  to  flare  him 
full  in  the  Face,  feel  his  Pulfe,  bid  him 
put  out  his  Tongue,  and,  with  the  greatefl: 
feeming  Concern  imaginable,  allure  him  he 

was 
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was  in  a  very  high  Fever?  and  that  it  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  him  to  have  the 
Empplajtrim  Aureum  applied  to  the  Palms 
of  l&;Hands.  This  Plaifter  was  a  certain 
Qua®  Medicine  that  Sublimate  was 
wont  to  ufe?  and  into  the  Compofition  of 
which  went  a  large  Quantity  of  a  certain 
fort  of  Opium ,  which  was  fure  to  quiet 
all  the  Old  Man’s  Cares?  and  lay  afleep 
every  Apprehenfion  for  a  confiderable 
Time  after. 

Another  Artifice  of  Robin’s,  was  the  Pre- 
tenfions  of  one  Jacobs  who  from  an  old  mufty 
Pedigree,  had  taken  it  into  his  Head,  that  he 
had  a  much  better  Right  to  the  Old  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Eftate,  than  the  Old  Man  himfelf ;  and 
tho'  poor  Jacob  was  in  the  moft  indigent 
Circumftances  imaginable,  and  forced  to 
leek  a  precarious  Livelihood,  by  fneaking 
up  and  down  to  fuch  Gentlemen’s  Houles, 
as  he  knew  had  formerly  been  acquainted 
with,  and  had  an  Efteem  for  his  Family, 
yet  Sublimate,  who  was  always  putting 
in  his  Oar,  even  in  the  Old  Gentleman's 
moft  private  Affairs,  dinn’d  it  perpetually 
in  his  Ears,  that  a  great  Part  of  his  Ten¬ 
nants,  nay,  and  even  fome  of  his  own  Ser¬ 
vants,  were  in  Jacob's  Intereft  ;  for  whole 
fake  they  were  every  Day  attempting  to 
poilbn  him,  and  had  fucceeded  in  it  Tong 
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troVc  now,  it  it  had  not  been  (fays  £he 
Doctor)  for  my  being  always  at  hand  with 
iiiy  preventive  Remedies, 
e  ou  ins  younger  Days,  as  I  told  you,  Sux- 
;iiiMATE  profefs’d  a  moft  profound  Efteem  , 
for  the  Regular  Way  of  Practice ;  but  that 
was  only  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Re¬ 
gular  Phyficians  :  The  other  Party,  thcf 
they  were  Knaves,  were  Wits,  and  had 
inch  an  Averfion  to  a  Blockhead,  that  they 
would  never  fuller  him  fo  much  as  to 
come  amongft  them.  Honefty,  to  which 
he  made  a  high  Pretence ,  was  what 
chiefly  recommended  him  to  the  Regulars  ; 
but  he  had  foon  like  to  have  open’d  their 
res,  by  his  natural  Pfopenfity  to  being 
light  finger'd;  for  having,  feme  how  or 
other,  got  into  be  Do£tor  to  a  Troop  of 
fiorfe,  not  being  contented  with  the  Per- 
qu  fites  of  his  Office,  he  made  a  Shift  to 
fie  1  a  large  Quantity  of  Hay ;  and  being 
catched  airnoft  in  the  Fa£t,  he  was  imme¬ 
diately  fent  to  Gaol,  and  was  very  like  to 
have  fwung  for't. 

Robin’s  Impudence  proved  now,  as  in¬ 
deed  it  has  upon  every  other  Gccafion,  his 
heft  ProceRion :  He  not  only  deny’d  the 
Faft,  even  after  the  Proof  was  plain,  but 
cry'd  ou tit  was  all  a  Forgery  of  the  Quacks, 
who  Were  Tent  to  ruin  him.  This  had  fuch 

an 
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an  EfFeft  on  the  Regulars,  that  they  lap- 
ported  him  with  Money,  during  ail  the 
Time  of  his  Imprifonment  ;and  though  they 
could  not  flop  the  Profecurion,  yet  they 
found  Means  to  have  the  Sentence  mitiga¬ 
ted.  Sublimate,  in  return,  made  uie  of 
all  his  little  Rhetorick  to  .abufe  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  was  continually  making  invec¬ 
tive  Speeches  againft  MermodaByl ,  Gam¬ 
bol  and  IVtldfire ;  notwithftanding  which, 
fince  he  has  come  into  P raft ice  himielf,  he 
has  turn’d  as  errant  a  Quack  as  the  ‘  worft 
of  them. 

On  his  firft  coming  into  Play,  he  judged 
It  necelfary,  to  take  in  fome  body  who 
might  be  able  to  fupport  him  by  their 
Credit.  With  this  View  he  clapp'd  Charles 
Blufler  into  the  Surgery.  Charles  was  a 
Man  of  Family,  had  good  Intereft,  and 
fome  Honefty  ;  but  with  all  no  Conjurer; 
and  for  this  Bufmefs ,  the  moft  unlit 
Man  living :  He  had  a  clumfy  Hand,  a 
rough  Speech,  and  an  uncouth  Rehavi- 
our:  He  never  examin'd  a  Patient  with¬ 
out  an  Oath  ;  nor  ever  gave  his  Opinion  in 
any  Cafe,  but  with  a  G-d  D-m  me-  In 
fine,  the  Man  would  have  done  well  e- 
nough  as  a  Country  Squire,  for  which  Na¬ 
ture  defign’d  him  ;  but  being  thus  unluckily 

put  out  of  his  Road,  he  made  alrnoft  as 
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great  a  Blockhead  in  the  Surgery,  as  Bob 
did  in  the  Practice  of  Phyfick. 

Blufter ,  had  however  in  fotne  Meafure 
the  Ear  of  his  Mafter ;  and  accompanying 
him  once  in  a  Journey  to  his  Native 
Country,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Brethren  of 
the  Bolus  there,  he  jumbled  together  an 
unaccountable  Pack  of  heterogeneous  In¬ 
gredients,  to  which  he  gave  the  fwelling 
Title  of  Elixir  Magnum  Bacificum .  This 
Preparation,  on  his  Return  Home,  making 
fome  Noife,  and  Sublimate  as  yet  not 
knowing  what  Turn  it  would  take,  care¬ 
fully  gave  out,  that  the  Whole  was  origi¬ 
nally  a  Prefcription  of  his  own ;  and  that 
Blufter  had  only  made  free  with  his  Re¬ 
ceipt  :  But  the  Medicine  foon  difcovering 
itfelf  by  violent  Operations  to  be  a  ftrong 
Cathartick ,  inftead  of  the  Anodyne ,  for 
which  it  had  been  received,  Bob,  with 
his  ufual  Affurance,  deny'd  his  knowing 
fo  much  as  a  Word  of  the  Matter,  and 
faid  with  a  Sneer,  he  had  often  advifed 
Blufter  againft  it,  and  caution'd  him  of 
its  Effefts:  But  fome  People,  adds  the 
Do&or,  will  be  pofitive  ;  and  fee  what 
Comes  on’t.  This  with  Sublimate^ 
throwing  the  Weight  of  fome  of  his  own 
Blunders  upon  him,  put  Blufter  into  fuch 
a  Paffion,  that  burning  his  Papers,  break- 
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ing  his  Lancets,  and  throwing  away  his 
Packets,  he  quitted  the  Surgery  in  a  Pet, 
and  has  lived  in  the  Country  ever  fince. 

I  cannot  help  telling  you  here  an  Arti¬ 
fice  of  the  Doctor’s,  to  clear  himfelf  of 
the  Odium  fome  unpalatable  Medicines 
had  brought  upon  him ;  and  that  was  this : 
Whenever  any  fuch  Bitter  Draught  was 
preparing,  Sublimate  took  Care  upon 
lome  Pretence  or  other  to  get  Blujter  out 
of  the  Way,  and  to  officiate  himfelf  in  his 
Room :  If  the  Dofe  happen’d  to  be  a  little  too 
flrong,  and  the  People  began  to  make  wry 
Faces,  and  complain,  Sublimate,  putting 
on  his  ufual  Grin,  was  wont  to  harangue 
them  after  this  Manner;  u  I  amextreamly 
tc  concerned,,  Gentlemen,  for  what  has  hap- 
“  pen’d ;  but  I  hope  you  will  all  do  me  the 
cc  Juftice  to  acknowledge,  it  was  none  of 
a  my  Fault,  fince  you  cannot  but  be  fenfi- 
a  ble  that  I  was  wholly  employ’d  in  the 
a  Surgery,  during  all  the  Time  that  Pre- 
a  paration  was  compounding/' 

Robin's  Affurance  was  a  very  valuable 
Qualification,  and  indeed  the  only  One 
that  could  poffibly  intitle  him  to  the  Cha¬ 
racter  of  a  Great  Man ;  for  as  to  his  Ca¬ 
pacity  as  a  Phyfician,  tofpeak  impartially, 
faving  a  tolerable  Knowledge  of  fuch  Sim¬ 
ples  as  are  of  our  own  Growth,  and  a 
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few  Terms  of  Art  he  had  picked  up  among 
the  Regular  Phyficians,  he  was  a  down¬ 
right  Ignoramus,  not  in  the  lead  ac- 
d  with  any  Branch  of  the  Materia 


Medica  as  its  imported  to  us  from  A« 
broad,  except  fome  few  French  Drugs,  the 
V  irtues  of  which  he  took  uponTruft  from  old 
Doftor  Ballance ,  an  Ecclefiaftical  Quack 
of  that  Kingdom  :  But  as  to  a  Methodical 
Syftem  of  the  Ars  Phyfica ,  that  was  a 
Thing  for  which  Sublimate  had  neither 
Talents  nor  Inclination  to  rnafter. 

As  to  the  other  Liberal  Sciences,  Bob  was 
fcarce  a  Smatterer  in  any  of  them ;  and  what 
is  ftill  ftranger,  was  fo  utterly  ignorant  of 
Geography,  that  he  one  Day  afferted  roundly 
in  a  Company  who  were  talking  of  the 
coming  home  of  fome  Cochineal  from 
New- Spain ,  that  Panama  and  Porto  Bell 
were  both  on  the  fame  Side  of  the  IJjtmus 
\ Darien .  This  Story  having  been  publiekly 
laugh’d  at,  kill  it  came  to  Sublimate’s 
Ears  again,  Poh !  (fays  the  Doftor)  with 
his  Grin  of  Difdain,  I  know  their  Situ- 
ation  as  well  as  any  of  them;  but  I  had 
my  Reafons  for  making  that  Miftake. 

For  the  Servants  in  the  Houfe,  Robin 
had  them  all  in  his  In  ter  eft  ;  his  only  Diffi¬ 
culty  was  with  the  Court-Leet,  which  by 
the  ancient  Cuftom  of  the  Manor,  ufed 
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to  infpeSfc  the  Behaviour,  not  only  of  their 
Lord’s  Domefticks,  but,  in  fame  Cafes,  even 
that  of  their  Lord  himfelf  The  Doftor 
was  now  and  then  confoundedly  puzzled 
with  them  ;  and  as  they  fet  yearly,  they 
would  have  given  a  great  deal  more  Trou¬ 
ble.,  had  he  not  perfuaded  the  Majority  to 
make  an  Experiment  of  his  Capacity  for 
Phyiickj,  by  flittering  the  Emplajtmm  Au - 
reufft  to  be  applied  to  themfelves;  which 
having  the  fame  Effeft  on  them,  as  I  told 
you  before  it  had  on  his  Matter,  all  his 
Meafures  have  been  implicitly  approv'd 
of  by  both  ever  fince. 

Robin  remembring  how  much  of  Her- 
moducfyPs  Praftice  was  owing  to  his  judi¬ 
cious  Choice  of  Zanies,  Stage- fweepers, 
and  Shell-grinders,  was  extreamly  ardu¬ 
ous  therefore  to  follow  his  Example,  and 
furnifh  his  Stage  with  proper  Attendants 
in  all  thofe  Capacities.  But  as  the  Old 
Proverb  fays,  Like  Mafter  like  Man\  fo 
Sublimate's  fecond-hand  Qualities  were 
all  he  had  to  render  him  confpicuous; 
his  Retainers  alfo  were  of  the  fame  Stamp: 
An  infipid  Pertnefs  pafs’d  for  Wit,*  an 
audacious  Boldnefs  for  Intrepidity  of  Mind ; 
and  a  Flow  of  Words  with  a  Flatus  of  Ex- 
preffion,  was  taken  for  the  moft  fublime 
Elocution. 
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of  thefe  was  Will  Addle 
•  Dancer,  whom  the  Doctor  had 
Dhr  d  for  his  eminent  Worthlelfnefs.  This 
l  .alow  was  the  oddelt  Compound  imagi¬ 
nable  :  He  fancy’d  himfelf  a  molt  excellent 
Speech-Maker,  tho’  to  the  Scandal  of  his 
Mailer  (the  Palate  of  his  Mouth  being 
fallen  thro’  the  Fehris  Gallica)  he  had  the 
moll:  difagreeable  Snuffle  that  could  be : 
He  was,  however,  continually  haranguing 
the  People  on  the  Virtues  of  Subli¬ 
mates  poifonous  Packets;  nay,  and  had 
even  the  Impudence  fometimes  to  attempt 
his  Defence  before  the  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians  *.  He  had  a  good  deal  of  his  Mailer’s 
Vanity;  and  never  mounted  the  Slack-Rope 
in  his  Life,  but  with  an  old  Piece  of  crim- 
fon  Ribbon  ty’d  Sa(hways  about  him ;  and 
this  Piece  of  Pride  being  foon  fpy’d  out  by 
the  Mob,  it  procured  him  the  Title  of 
Sir  William  among!!  them.  In  fine,  he 
had  all  the  Vices  of  Harry  Gambol ,  with¬ 
out  either  his  Wit,  or  his  Capacity. 

WilPs  Mailer-piece  was  talking  in  what 
the  Logicians  call  a  Circle  ;  by  which  he 
fometimes  confounded,  and  moftly  tired 
out  his  Antagonills ;  infomuch,  that  it  of¬ 
ten  happen’d,  that  rather  than  Hay  to  hear 
the  lafl  of  WilPs  Nonfenfe,  thofe  that 
oppofed  him  went  away,  and  left  him 


and  his  Matter  to 
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call’d  a  Victory.  I  mutt  do 
Juftice,  that  except  his  Matter, 


no  Man  has  a  better  Stock  of  Afiarancs 
than  himfelf.  . 


Robin  was  not  without  his  Bungies 
toOj  as  well  as  his  Predeceflor.  One  of 
that  Tribe,  who  firft  fet  up  a  Stage  at 
Hereford ,  and  then  at  Sarirn ,  was  the 
only  Man  of  good  Senfe,  and  a  folid  Un- 
derftanding,  that  ever  was  attached  to  his 
Party  :  However,  he  loft  by  it  all  his  Prac¬ 
tice  with  the  People,  as  foon  as  this  At¬ 
tachment  caine  to  be  known.  D — m  him 
fays  one,  we  fhall  have  him  mix  fome  of 
Su  blimate’s  curs’d  Powders  with  his  Eye" 
Water.  Nothing  more  likely,  Neighbour, 
fays  a  fecond  ;  for  that  Rogue  has  a  natu¬ 
ral  Antipathy  to  a  Man  that  fees  clean 
Why  truly,  reply’d  a  third,  I  had  always 
a  good  Opinion  of  Ben  Period  till  of 
late:  His  Eye-Water,  as  it  firft  came  out, 
was  certainly  a  marvellous  good  Thing- 
but  fince  his  Intimacy  with  that  D-m’d 
Quack,  the  Water  he  fells  you,  look  ye, 
is  no  more  like  what  it  was,  than  Chalk  is 
like  Cheele.' 


Sublimate,  who  is  himfelf  a  Fellow  of 
the  leaft  Confcience  this  Day  living,  has 
a  natural  Liking  to  Wickednefs  in  others: 
Provided  a  Man  has  neither  the  leaft  Spark 
of  Senfe  or  Honefty  in  him,  'tis  ten  to  one 
but  the  Doftor  prefers  him  to  fome  Poft  or 
other  about  his  Stage,  even  upon  the  flight- 
eft  Application  ;  nay,  he  has  fuch  an  in¬ 
nate  Affection  for  Corruption,  that  he  not 
long  ago  took  the  greateft  Pains  to  ftifle  a 
Prolecution  againft  an  old  Drunken  Law¬ 
yer,  for  no  Either  Reafon  in  the  World,  but 
becaufe  he  syas  generally  reputed  almoft 
as  great  a  R-~ge  as  himfelf. 

But  when  I  am  talking  of  thele  Dons  in 
Phyfick,  I  ought  by  no  means  to  forget 
DoCtof  Judas , .  a  Foreign  Quack ;  from 
whom,  as  fome  People  lay,  Sublimate 
had  his  chief  Inftru&ions  for  compofing 
his  Elecluarium  Anodynum  Mirabile ,  or 
his  Wonderful  Quieting  Electuary  of  Sevil - 
Oranges .  This  Fellow  is  faid  to  be  a  Low- 
Countryman  by  Birth,  but  ftudied  Phyfick 
at  Salamanca ,  or  Segoviay  I  carf  t  tell  which ; 
and  has,  in  his  Turn,  been  both  applauded 
and  exploded  half  the  Countries  in  Europe , 
for  his  Chymical  Extractions.  Sublimate 
having  given  him  Shelter  of  late,  he  pre¬ 
tended, 


tended,  out  of  Gratitude,  to  dilcov  . 
the  before-mentioned  Medicine,  boaftin^ 
of  it  as  the  greateft  Secret  in  the  World 
for  allaying  Heats,  and  preventing  Erup¬ 
tions.  Robin  giving  an  implicit  Credit 
to  this  bold  Pretender,  began  to  magnify 
the  Virtues  of  his  Electuary  out  of  Mea- 
fure,  'till  People  at  laft,  notwithftanding 
their  Spight  to  Sublimate,  began  to 
doubt  whether  there  might  not  be  fome 
Truth  in  it.  But  upon  Tryal,  alas!  it 
prov'd  another  of  Blufter* s  Elixirs,  and 
inftead  of  an  Anodyne,  was  a  down-right 
Horfe-Purge,  and,  as  fome  underftanding 
People  fay.,  was  at  the  Bottom  intended 
for  the  thorough  cleanfmg  of  a  certain  Ger - 
man ,  who  has  been  fince  found  to  have  a 
much  more  robuft  Conftitution,  than  was 
at  firft  expeffod. 


Every  body  believed,  that  upon  this  lb 
palpable  a  Mifcarriage^  even  Sublimate 
himfelf,  would  have  been  out  of  Counte¬ 
nance:  But  Robin  has  a  Complexion  of 
Brafs,,  which,  like  the  Corinthian  Metal, 
is  no  where  elfe  to  be  met  with.  He  flhew'd, 
in  Appearance  at  ieaft,  fcarce  any  Concern 
at  the  Accident,  and  doubled,  inftead  of 
retracing  his  Encomiums  on  his  Eleftu- 
ary.  u  I  affure  you  Gqntlemen,  fays  the 
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:iOJ .  addreffici.:  himfelf  to  the  Publick, 
Medicine  will  yet  perform  all 
t  I  Pa  ye  promifed  for  it.  What  has 
happened.,  was  owing  only  to  a  flight 
Miftake  in  one  of  my  OperatorSj  which  has 
a  caus’d  it  to  ferment  a  little  :  But  allow 
“  me,  fays  he,  three  or  four  Months  of  cold 
Weather,  to  fet  it  again  in  Digeftion,  and 
with  an  Addition  of  a  Chymica.1  Oil,  or 
u  two,  which  at  the  firft  Preparation  were 
“  not  perfectly  extrafted  in  my  Elaboratory, 
“  I  will  fo  exaftly  adapt  its  Curative  In- 
a  tention  to  the  prefent  Epidemical  Scurvy, 
that  it  (hall  not  only  effectually  cleanfe  a- 
way  all  grofs  Humour^  but  alio  fo  tho¬ 
roughly  purify f  the  Blood,  as  wholly  to 
^  eradicate  the  Seeds  of  the  Diftemper,  and 
certainly  prevent  thofe  Breakings-out,  of 
which  moft  People  appear  fo  apprehen- 
u  live  in  the  Spring/’ 
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Sublimate’s  greateft  Perfe&ion,  and 
what  has  indeed  been  the  chief  Means  of 
railing  him  to  all  his  Greatnefs,  has  been 
an  Aptnefs  to  comply  with  the  Temper,  and 
fuit  himlelf  to  the  Humours  of  whom  ever 
he  thought  it  his  Intereft  to  work  upon- 
Thus  it  happen’d,  when  his  Enemies  once 
prevail’d  to  get  him  turned  out,  and  pro¬ 
hibited  to  p raCtile,  Robin  on  this  imme¬ 
diately 


d  lately  grew  Popular;  all  his  Airs  of  Grcsi:- 
nefs  forfook  him  at  once ;  he  conddcended 
to  converfe  with  the  Meaneft  of  the  People, 
or,  to  fpeak  with  Propriety,  he  began  to‘re- 
affume  himfelf; “  It  is  a  great  Trouble  to  me, 
“  good  Folks j  fays  he,  to  fee  you  reduced 
to  fo  lamentable  a  Condition,  and  to  fee  ye 
“  ftill  alfo  treated  after  fo  harfh  a  Manner : 
<c  When  I  came  into  Practice  you  cannot 
but  remember  that  "Peccant  Humours 
“  abounded;  and  that  the  Symptoms  in 
“  general  of  your  Difeafe  indicated  it  fo 
“  ftrongly,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
“  to  avoid  prefcribing  you  a  low  Diet,  and 
“  taking  away  a  little  Blood :  But  as  by 
“  Degrees,  I  had  by  my  Skill  difpelled  the 
“  Malignity  of  the  Diftemper,  and  found 
a  the  Sharpnefs  in  the  Juices  to  abate,  I 
<c  intended  to  have  reftored  you  to  a  full 
“  Liberty  of  Diet,  and  to  have  left  it  to 
“  every  Man's  Choice  to  Eat  and  Drink 
<£  as  he  pleafed.” 

This  Cant,  together  with  his  known  for¬ 
mer  Intimacy  with  the  Regular  Phylicians, 
foon  reftored  him  to  the  good  Graces  of 
the  Many ;  who  never  left  muttering  and 
murmuring,  till  their  Lord  took  him  again 
into  his  Service :  In  a  Fortnight  after  which, 
the  People  made  not  the  leaft  Queftion  but 

that 


?i  t  they  houid  be  releafed  from  that  Load 
i  rhyiick,  under  which  they  had  fo  long 
iaoour’d,  and  be  fuffered  to  eat  their  Beef 
and  Pudding  with  as  much  Freedom  as 
ever - But,  alas !  how  much  were  they 

miftaken  ? 

» 

Sublimate  was  no  fooner  reinvefted 
with  his  Doctor’s  Gown,  but  it  reinftated 
him  in  all  his  former  Principles :  He  be¬ 
gan  with  curfing  loudly  all  thofe  who  had 
praftifed  during  his  Dilgrace,  and  fwore 
they  had  fo  poifon’d  die  Bodies  of  all  their 
Patients,  that  it  laid  him  under  an  un¬ 
avoidable  Neceffity  of  beginning  the  whole 
Cure  de  novo .  Upon  this  Pretence,  Bleed¬ 
ing,  Purging,  and  Bliftering,  became  a~ 
gain  in  Fafhion  ;  and  in  this  Traft  of  Eva¬ 
cuation,  by  the  Help  of  one  Excufe  or  an¬ 
other,  he  '  has  gone  on  ever  fince,  and 
treated  all  who  have  fallen  under  his  Hands 
like  fo  many  Lunaticks ;  of  which,  I  confeis* 
their  having  ever  rely'd  on  him  was  ai- 
moft  a  pofitive  Proof. 

Next  to  his  Want  of  Capacity,  the  grand 
Source  of  all  Robin's  Errors  in  Practice, 
lias  been  his  exorbitant  Love  of  Money  ; 
for  to  fo  great  a  Degree  did  it  polfefs  him, 
that  he  thought  no  Villany  too  great,  no 

Aftion 
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A&ion  too  bafe,  by  whicn 
quired.  Unlatisfy ’d  with  the  ample  ? 
allow’d  him  by  his  Matter  for  his  Advice 
and  the  vaft  Sums  he  made  otherwife  by 
his  Practice,  there  was  not  a  Soul  with  whom 
the  Old  Gentleman  dealt  in  the  Way  ofPhy- 
fick,  for  himfelf  his  Family,  or  Tenants, 
b li mate  found  a  Way  tolqueeze: 
He  went  Halves  with  the  Apothecary,  took 
Poundage  of  the  Druggift,  and  expected  a 
Prefent  even  on  the  Admiltton  of  a  Corn- 
Cutter. 
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Doftor  Su  blimate  was  the  moft  ve¬ 
hement  Accufer,  and  the  moft  vigorous  in 
in  the  Prolecution  againft  Hermodaclyl  and 
Gambol ,  for  thofe  Blunders  and  Villanies 
he  pretended  they  had  committed  when  the 
Vogue  of  Praffice  was  theirs:  But  the 
Crime  on  which  he  infifted  moft  ftrenuoufly, 
was  their  near  Correfpondence  with  Ro- 
felle  the  French  Quack.  Suppofing,  cries 
Sublimate,  they  could  clear  themfelves 
of  all  the  reft,  they  ought  to  be  flang’d,  if  it 
were  for  this  only.  There  is  (continues 
the  Doctor)  fuch  a  Difference  between  a 
French  and  an  Englijh  Conftitution,  between 
Fellows  bred  up  to  Soup  Meagre ,  and  Sour 
Champaign ,  and  our  Bold  Britons ,  who  eat 
you  two  Pound  of  Beef  at  a  Meal,  and 


. 
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s  fif  Beer  after  it,  that 

p rcte . rvi  a,:  bnn.  ..  ,ce  a  French  Method 
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s  the  liigheft  Mala  Traxis  that 
coCd  be ;  .a  there  may  be  a  Tendency  to 
beperv  and  Slavery,  for  ought  I  know,  in 
§;.  eery  Dofe  of  their  Phyfick. 

repC'e-'.^' 


After  all  this,  would  any  Body  living 
have  believed,  that  when  Sublimate  had 
got  both  thefe  People  turned  out,  and  was 
himfelf  crept  into  the  greateft  Part  of  their 
Bufinefs,  that  he  would  have  fallen  into 
the  fame  Error?  I  fay,  would  any  Body  in 
the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  have  expected 
to  lee  Doftor  Robin  Sublimate  fo  de- 
lervedly  Famous  for  his  Philippick  Ora¬ 
tions  againft  the  Gauls ,  fall  fo  entirely  in¬ 
to  the  ‘Praxis  Parifiana., ,  and  avowedly 
confefs  the  liigheft  Confidence  in  a  French 
Phyfician?  May  we  not  juftly  exclaim. 


.  ,  -V  A  C 

ora  mutantur ,  fi  nos  mutamur  in  illis. 


;  But  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  a  Cha¬ 
racter,  that  will  make  one  of  the  moffc 
fhining  Figures  of  any  in  my  Memoirs, 
which  is  that  of  Clumpy, 


Clutnjy 


‘  \ 

Clumjy  you  muff  know ,3n  i  " 

jion  of  Sublimate’s,  and  by  him  m 
as  his  Agent  to  Do&or  Ballanc^.  i  ha 
poor  Fellow  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  bon; 
a  Blockhead,  and  to  be  bred  a  Clodhop¬ 
per  :  But  iince  this  new  Preferment,  he  is 
become  fo  heterogeneous  a  Compound,  of 
French  Courtier  and  Engfijh  Ploughman, 
that  you  never  in  your  Life  faw  fo  grotefque 

a  Creature,  • - no,  not  in  the  Paintings 

of  old  Hems  kirk.  But  what  is  worft  of  all, 
is,  that  he  takes  it  fometimes  into  his  Head 
to  (peak ;  and  when  he  does,  I  allure  you 
he  does  not  do  it  the  leaft  out  of  Charac¬ 
ter  :  Funch  himlelf  could  not  make  a  bet¬ 
ter  Orator.  The  Court-Leet  thought  fit  a 
while  ago  to  enquire  a  little  into  Robin’s 
foreign  Correfpondency.  Upon  this  up 
ftarts  Clumjy :  ‘r  Meffieurs ,  fays  he,  (with 
“  his  Right-Hand  pulling  up  his  Breeches, 
“  and  his  Left  in  his  Pockets,)  I  will  under- 
t{  take  to  juftify  my  Kinfman  in  this ;  for  I 
“  manag’d  the  whole  Affair  for  him  my 
“  felf.”  And  with  that  falls  to  telling  them, 
in  a  ridiculous  Manner,  his  whole  Nego¬ 
tiation. 

Perhaps  having,  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe 
Memoirs,  faid  fo  much  of  Dodor  Bal- 

D  lance, 
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from,  me  ;  nich  I  con- 
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Concern  abot  any  Thing  that  relates  to 
the  French  Nation:  However,  as  far  as 
I  can  inform  you  I  will.  He  was,  as  I  told 
you  before,  an  Ecclefiaftick;  but  whether 
he  ftudied  Phyfick  in  his  Intervals  from 
Divinity,  or  whether  he  minded  it  foleiy, 
without  troubling  his  Head  with  Divinity 
at  all,  there  I  own  I  am  at  a  Lois.  But 
this,  however,  I  will  venture  to  allure  you, 
that  he  is  as  much  at  the  Head  of  the  Pro- 
feffion,  and  direds  it  as  abfolutely  there, 
as  Bob  does  here:  Nay,  fome  People,  who 
are  well  acquainted  with  both,  affert,  that 
they  ftrongly  referable  each  other  in  every 
Thing,  except  Parts  and  Learning :  Except 
Parts  and  Learning,  I  fay ;  for  in  thofe  fris 
confefs'd,  on  all  Hands,  that  the  Prieft  con- 
fiderably  out-ftrips  him. 


out  my  Power 

For  I  am  fo  much  of  Doctor  Sublimate* 

I  acknowledge  : 
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either  of  Curiolity 
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I  will,  however,  fupply  this  imperfeft 
Draught,  by  giving  you  their  joint  Behaviour, 
with  Regard  to  the  prefent  Epidemick  Di- 
ftemper :  I  don't  know  whether  I  may  juftly 
ftile  it  Epidemick,  or  no ;  but  tho’  it  ap¬ 
pears- 
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the  Caufe  at  the  Bottom  being 
fame,  I  have  ventur’d  to  make  ufe  of  that 
Expreffion.  Like  Hyfterick  Fits,  however, 
its  Symptoms  are  various;  fome  (particu¬ 
larly  a  certain  Foreign  Lady  of  the  firlf 
Rank)  appear  a  little  frantick ;  they  ftrut 
and  vapour  about  with  their  Arms  a- 
kimbo,  and  talk  of  nothing  elfe  but  War, 
Death,  and  Slaughter-  Others,  again,  are 
affected  with  a  Chilnefs  through  all  their 
Limbs,  Cold  Sweats,  Faintings,  and  a  con¬ 
tinual  Pannick.  But  the  chief  Signs  which 
attend  it  through  all,  are  an  Oppreffion  on 
the  Lungs,  a  violent  Anxiety  of  the  Mind, 
and  an  almoft  intolerable  Burning  at  the 
Heart. 


.  Many  great  Phyficians  have  been  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  nothing  but  the  Opening  Siprit 
of  Mars,  can  ever  effectually  root  out  thefe 
Evils;  nay,  moft  of  the  Patients  them* 
felves,  feem  inclined  to  that  Method  of 
Cure.  But  whenever  it  is  mention’d  to 
either  of  our  Doctors,  Let  us  talk  the  Cafe 
over  again  fays,  Sublimate.  Ay,  ay,  an¬ 
other  Confutation,  cries  Bal  lance; 
though  by  this  Delay,  their  Patients  are 
more  weakned,  than  they  would  be  by  the 

Roughnels  of  that  Preparation;  which  is 
R  ^11 


s  they;  can  make  againft  it. 

;  »  wonder  at  all,  -that  both  out 
have  fo  ftrong  an  Averfion  to  this 
ura  Mortis^  fince  ’tis  very  certain, 
henever  that  Medicine  comes  into  Play, 

their  Run  of  Pra&ice  will  be  immediately 

/  -<« 

determined. 

Thus,  Sir,  as  well  as  I  can,  I  have  per¬ 
formed  my  Promile ;  and  as  any  Thing 
new  arifes,  you  fhall  be  fure  to  be  inform-? 
edby, 


S  I  R, 


Humble  Servant^ 
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